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GRAMMAR. The past tense of be 
 
Look at these statements with the past tense of be. 
 
I          was       We       were 

He                      at school yesterday.               You                         at home. 

She    wasn't                  They    weren't 

 

FIGURE IT OUT . . . 

Complete these grammar rules with was or were. 

1. Use _____ and _____ with the pronouns I, he, she, and it. 

2. Use _____ and _____ with the pronouns we, you, and they. 

 

Look at these yes / no and information questions with the past tense of be. 
 

Was he at work yesterday?              Were they students in the eighties? 

 

Where was the party last night?  Where were they last weekend? 

When was she in Italy?   When were you at the bookstore? 

 

Who was at the party?  Adam was. 

 

FIGURE IT OUT . . . 

Complete the grammar rules about questions with the past tense of be. 

1. The correct word order for yes / no questions is ______.  

a. subject + be     b. be + subject 

2. The correct word order for most information questions is _______.  

  a. question word + subject + be  b. question word + be + subject 

3. When who is the subject, the correct word order for information questions is _____. 

  a. who + subject + be    b. who + be 


